
January 2010 
 

5th
 

Ambassador Mtg. 12:00 Noon 

Zephyrhills Chamber Office 

 

 

12th 
Exec. Board Mtg. 12:00 Noon  

Maine-ly New England 

 

13th 
9:00am 

New Member Orientation 

Zephyrhills   Chamber Office 

 

 

16
th

 
PISTOL SHOOTING 

FUNDAMENTALS CLASS  

Saturday, January 16th 2010 

9:00am ï 4:00pm 

 

19th 
3:30pm 

Board Meeting  

Zephyrhills  Chamber office 

 

 

20th 
8:00am 

Citizen of the Month @ 

Zephyrhills High School 

 

20
th

 
Lunch & Learn  

The Garden Café  

12:00 Noon  

Zephyrhills Chamber Office 

 

21st 
5:00pm 

Chamber Mixer  

McGee Tire Store 

7010 Gall Blvd. 

 

28th 
7:00am 

Chamber Breakfast 

Providence at Zephyr Ridge 

35940 Inspiration Dr. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

  

 

 JANUARY  CHAMBER 

NEWS LETTER  

 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Zephyrhills Chamber  

Selects a New Director 

 

Vonnie Mikkelsen 
 

 has been selected as the 
new Director of the 

Zephyrhills Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Vonnie Mikkelsen a 
resident of Land OîLakes 

brings with her great 
enthusiasm, skills and 
experience in private 
business, non-profit 
organizations and 

community advocacy.  
 
 
 

Dear Members, 
 

The Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce is in an opportune position to build an ever-stronger presence in 

the community; this through a renewed commitment to membership and services. I have complete 

confidence in the leadership of this organization to establish direction, and so too should the greater 

community of Zephyrhills. As for myself, I am ready and proud to represent the Chamber and Members in 

this charge forward. 

 

In the coming weeks, I will be looking forward to the first opportunity to speak with you and plan to be out 

and about in the community taking part in the many functions offered by the Chamber. I am pleased to say 

we are well on our way to securing a full slate of programs in 2010 that are educational, fun and provide 

great networking opportunities for you. A top priority for us, and one we are anxious to get started on, is 

development of a new website which will offer improved access to information, services and resources, 

and truly represent the essence of the greater Zephyrhills community. 

 

We value our Members. We believe that your investment in Chamber membership provides a valuable 

return - many times over. And it is our first priority to provide a service worthy of your patronage. 

 

On behalf of the staff at your Chamber office, we look forward to serving and representing you. 

Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for a Prosperous New Year! 

 



 

  

 
 

      

                                                                                           

       

         

            

 

         

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

    
              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

      

Coming Chamber Events 
 

Lunch & Learn  

Wednesday 20
th

 
Sponsor 

The Garden Café  

12:00 Noon at the 

Zephyrhills Chamber Office 

 

 

January Mixer  

Thursday, January 21st, 2009 

McGee Tire Service 

7010 Gall Blvd. 

5-7 pm 

Please RSVP to 813-782-1913 

 

January Breakfast 

Thursday, January 28th 2010 

7:00 a.m. Networking & 7:30am Breakfast                             

Will be held at 

Providence @ Zephyr Ridge 

35940 Inspiration Dr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce 

           Board of Directors 

             October 2009-September 2010         

  

 Officers 

Mike Mira, President--- Maine-ly New England  

Carolyn Hodges, President Elect---Faithful Friends Pet Cremation      

Tim Mitchell, Vice PresidentðChancey Road Christian Church 

Jan Baskin, SecretaryðFlorida Hospital 

John Scott, TreasurerðGulf Coast Financial Strategies 

  

Directors 

Pam WintersðWinters Mobile Home Park  

Bob WintersðWinters Mobile Home Park  

Mike PrendervilleðWestgate Printing 

Tim PiersonðCenterState Bank 

Darrell PenningtonðCF Industries 

 Tad WheelerðIntegrity Pavement Markings 

Amy ChappellðFlorida Traditions Bank 

Greg FirstðFirst RV & Refrigeration 

Chris DrewsðCommunity News Publications/The Laker 

Dale YatesðThe Garden Cafe 

David WestðUnited Way of Pasco County 

Captain Rob McKinney---Zephyrhills Police Department 

Pat Pennington---Tampa Tribune 

  

Chamber Staff 

Vonnie MikkelsenðExecutive Director 

Wanda StevensðAdministrative Assistant 

Carol SchecklerðAdministrative Assistant 

  

 

Visit our website at www.zephyrhillschamber.org   
Go to members section and check out your information.   
Is everything correct???  If not, please call the Chamber 

office with changes to be made. 

  

 

 



   
 

                                                                                 

                                                                         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

                                                                                                                  

 

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

                                                                 

 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors 

  

TO ALL NEW MEMBERS  

Tax Service 

Professional Accounting & Business 

Consultants.LLC 

38743 Otis Allen Rd 

Zephyrhills, Florida 33540 

(813) 788-8040 

(813) 788-8090 

E-Mail: proaccountant@verizon.net 

 

Healthcare 

Right at Home 

Tino Suarez 

711 N. Park Rd #A 

Plant City, Fl 33563 

813-764-9290 

Fax-813-764-9352 

E-Mail: rahofplantcity@verizon.net 

 

Health Services 

Pregnancy Care Center of Zephyrhills 

5210 5th Street 

Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

(813) 780-6885 

(813) 788-9793 

bapzhills@aol.com 
 

 

PISTOL SHOOTING FUNDAMENTALS CLASS  

Saturday, January 16
th
 2010 

9:00am ï 4:00pm 

  

The Chamber of Commerce is once again holding our  

Home Firearm Safety Class.  NRA Certified 

Instructor Ken Gray, will be teaching this six hour 

course in Gun Safety.  This course will satisfy all the 

prerequisites needed for a State of Florida Concealed 

Weapons Permit.  The  topics for this course will be: 

  

  *  A Guide to Firearms 

  *  Deadly Force 

  

Due to the popularity of this course, we are limiting 

the attendance to the first 10 people who RSVP and 

pay a $25.00 deposit by Jan. 12
th
.  Cost is $75.00 for 

members & $95.00 for non-members.  Visa, 

MasterCard, & Discover are accepted.  

  

This cost includes concealed weapons permit 

paperwork and notary service. 

  

Please call the Chamber office @ 813-782-1913 to 

RSVP 
 

mailto:proaccountant@verizon.net
mailto:rahofplantcity@verizon.net
mailto:bapzhills@aol.com


ANNOUNCING BANNER ADVERTISING 

Website banner advertising is now available on the Chamber 
of Commerce website.   

The chamber website receives approximately 1,500 hits 
monthly, with that figure  

increasing monthly.  What an inexpensive way of reaching so 
many potential customers.   

Please call jan at the chamber office for details

  

 

 

 

Chamber Renewals 
 

Fletcher Music Centers 
Florida Cancer Institute 

K & M Travel, Inc. 
Heads u Salon & Day Spa 

Pam Winterôs of Winters Mobile Home 
Park 

Absolute Air Systems, Inc. 
Gibson Estate Services, Inc. 

Sleepy Hollow Mobile Estates 
Ahad Mahootchi, M.D., P.A. 

Timeframe Custom Picture Framing, Inc 
Rigsby's Auto Salvage, Inc. 
Ryman Construction, Inc. 

Edwinola Retirement Community 
First Assembly of God 

Chester W. Taylor Jr. Elementary School 
Gulfside Regional Hospice, Inc. 

Strategies for Seniors 
Smile Design Dentistry 

Smith & Thomas Insurance 
Rose Radiology 

Raymond B. Stewart Middle School 
Ink & Toner Plus LLC 

Verizon ïBill Reid 
Heritage Arts Center Assoc. 

C & G Enterprises 
Zephyrhills Cinema 10 

Artistic Expressions 
Integrity Resources Staffing 

The Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce  

would like to extend to all of our 

members and families a wish for a 

Happy New Year that will bring new 

hopes and aspirations, a new resolution, 

and a strong spirit.  Our warm wishes 

are for you all to have a promising and 

fulfilling new year . 

 



   

                                                                                                                               

 
                                        

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISING DISCLAIMER  

The Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce reserves the right 

to edit and/or reject any editorial and advertising content.  

We are not responsible for errors in advertising beyond 

the cost of space for the first insertion, or for the validity 

of claims made by advertisers.  Opinions expressed by the 

writers (advertisers) are their own and do not reflect the 

opinion of the Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce. 

  

 

MISSION STATEMENT  

The Zephyrhills Chamber of Commerce is an 

organization of business people working together to 

preserve and continually enhance the quality of life 

in the community of Zephyrhills and surrounding 

area of East Pasco County.   

We will promote a vibrant and active business 

climate supporting economic  

growth through leadership and active involvement 

by our membership. 
  

  

  

 

PASCO SHERIFFôS OFFICE NEWSLETTER  

January 2010 
 

 

Your Pasco Sheriffôs Vice and Narcotics detectives have been working overtime busting the drug dealers who operate in our county. Notably, 

the largest cocaine bust in the history of our agency was made in Dade City last August when more than 114 pounds of packaged cocaine 

worth about $1.5 million and more than $2.2 million in cash were seized after an 18-month investigation. Three Mexican citizens were arrested 

and indicted on federal drug trafficking charges.  

 

We also continue to make arrests for individuals operating marijuana grow houses in our community.  This trend started across the nation 

about 5 years ago and has moved the pot growing from the outdoors into the homes of every type of subdivision.  Some of these growers 

cultivate the marijuana in the homes they live in, some in houses that they rent.  These elaborate grow operations can cost thousands of dollars 

to set-up and operate, but to unscrupulous drug dealers, the money they can make is worth the prison time they are facing if they get caught. 

And we are catching them.  In 2008, our Vice and Narcotics Unit had 32 grow house cases and confiscated 2,422 plants.  At the beginning of 

December 2008 when this newsletter was written, these detectives had 45 cases with 1,914 plants seized.  

 

As you may know all too well, even legal drugs can become a burden in our society when they are abused.  Prescription drugs are a perfect 

example.  We are seeing more and more pharmaceutical pills when we make sweeps against street-level drug dealers across the county.  One 

such operation in November netted 170 charges against 63 suspects.  The majority of these cases involve illegally obtaining controlled 

substances or the illegal sale of legally obtained prescription narcotics.  The seizure of illegal prescription narcotics in Pasco County has 

increased by approximately 20 percent over last year, reflected in both cases initiated and arrests made.    

   

Illegal drugs such as heroin and methamphetamine also continue to plague our society.  Drug abuse is a societal problem and law enforcement 

is on the front line when it comes to battling this widespread affliction.  Drugs are the fuel that drives much of our crime.  Too many crimes are 

committed by individuals looking to feed their habit.  This includes property crimes such as burglary and theft, and economic crimes such as 

credit card and check fraud.  Most prostitutes have a drug habit, and many armed robberies are by individuals looking to fund their next high.  

 

But the high cost of drug abuse doesnôt end there. Billions of dollars are spent in this country housing convicted drug abusers, dealers and 

smugglers.  And the toll on the family touched by drugs is immeasurable.  If you, or you know someone, that is using or abusing drugs, please 

get medical help.  The legal consequences will be much harsher if my deputies get to you first. 

 



   
 

                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

    
 

 

   
 

 

 


